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quarters of preparation. The military and the political forces both obeyed Mussolini's command. At last the necessary orders were given. Extensive ' preparatory manoeuvres/ the occupation of Trento, Ancona, Bolzano, began.
Then the Duce delivered four speeches in different parts of Italy. Meetings were held in Udine, in northern Italy, in Cremona, in the Valley of the Po, in industrial Milan and in Naples, the centre of southern Italy. As Mussolini writes : "I was acclaimed as a conqueror and a saviour. This flattered me, but be sure that it did not make me proud. I felt stronger, and yet realised the more that I faced mountains of responsibility. In those four cities, so different and far from one another, I saw the same light ! "
The chiefs of the Fascist movement and of the squads of action, Michele Bianchi, De Bono, Italo Balbo, Giuriati and others, were called together in Florence. A, quadriumvirate of action was formed ; Mussolini presiding over them. General concentration headquarters were chosen in Perugia, capital of> Unibria, from where it was easy to reach